Rick Livingston’s response:
I've finally managed to grab some time to respond to the question from the committee about the freshman seminar proposal.  I'll take the queries in order:

  i.      Request for confirmation of faculty status: 

I am a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Comparative Studies, and Associate Director of the Humanities Institute.  I currently teach two courses a year through Comp Studies.  

   ii.      Concern regarding scholarly research/focus - suggested that a scholarly work be incorporated, i.e. something that describes models of city organization/governance that can be compared to/used to help with creation of briefing book

I understand the concern, but I'm wary of placing too heavy a scholarly burden on a 1-credit freshman course.  No single book I've seen addresses the range of topics I want to confront, though I'm considering including Alex Marshall's How Cities Work (which is primarily about sprawl).  I think the students will be sufficiently challenged by the requirement that they read the Columbus Dispatch daily and talk to some of the people involved in making the news.  Among the valuable lessons will, I'm convinced, be awareness of the gap between formal models of governance and the actual networks of agency and influence in the city. 
      iii.      When do the students create the briefing book? More detail about the project needs to be included on syllabus. Does each student get a grade for an individual part of the project, or just one final grade?

I appreciate the need for a fuller description of the briefing book, and will certainly spell out the assignment in more detail on the syllabus.  Preparing the briefing will be the focus of the last three weeks; I will provide the students with a template for organizing their policy recommendations. 

The question about grading strikes me as critical for a full-scale course, less so for a freshman seminar.  I want participants to be focused on practices of citizenship, rather than on classroom performance.  We will be emphasizing collaborative work (and feedback) throughout, and the class will be graded S/U. 

iv.      Can the discussion incorporate urbanization/globalization issues? Consider cutting number of topics to allow examination of globalization/urbanization and comparison to Columbus.

Yes, I will certainly need to reduce the number of topics.  While I am personally fascinated by urbanization/globalization issues, I don't really think there's room here to get into the literature.  We will be thinking about issues of immigration, especially from a social-service provision angle, which will bring one aspect of globalization into focus. 

  v.      Who will pay for the dinners?

The Institute for Collaborative Research and Public Humanities will underwrite the cost for the dinners. I will also host the students at my house at least once.   

